










 



CHARLES A. SPIESS. 

Charles A. S piess, president of the N ew Mex ico Board of 
Managers of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, was born in 
Johnson county, Missouri, on March 19, 1867. He attended 
the public s chools o f his nat ive stat e an d graduated w ith 
honors fr om the Misso uri Norm al College. I n 18 88 he 
came to Las Vegas, San Miguel county, being employed as a 
clerk. Soon afterwards he removed to Mora county an d 
served one year as de puty probate  clerk a nd assessor.  
Removing t o Sa nta Fe ,.be completed his la w studies  
begun several years before, was ad mitted to t he bar in 
1891 an d engaged in t he practice of law. In 1893, 1894 
and 1895,  he served as a member of the board of 
education of the City of Santa Fe. In 1895 he was nominated 
to the legislativ e council by  the Republican s of Santa Fe 
county but was defeated by 13 votes out of a total number of 
3,300 cast. In 1896 he was again nominated and was elected. 

Governor Otero appointed him  district atto rney of the 
Fourth Judic ial District  with office at Las  Vega s, He r epre-
sented the council distri ct of which San Miguel count y is a  
part in the l egislative assemblies of the years of 1901 and  
1903. 

On Septem ber 25 , 1895, Mr. Spiess married Miss Ruby  
Lynch. Mr. Spiess vac ated the office  of district a ttorney by 
expiration o f term  of office, in March 1903 . He is a 
member of the Board of Regents of t he Normal University 
of Now Mexico at Las Vegas; and practices his profession 
in that city. 



 



WILLIAM B. WALTON. 

William B. Walt on was born in Altoona, Pa ., January 23rd, 
1671. His father Louis Walton, who died in 1890, was of 
staunch old Quaker stock. His mother, who is st ill living at 
Altoona, is a  da ughter of Wi lliam Bell, decease d, one of the 
pioneers of the ce ntral Pennsylvania section. Mr. Wa lton 
spent his early l ife  in Altoona, completing his common school 
education in that city. Later he  attended the South Jerse y 
Institute at Bridge to n, N. J., graduating therefrom in  1891. 
He then resumed newspaper work, in which he had. prev ious-
ly engaged, for a "brief time in  Altoona, and in August, 1891, 
came to Deming, New Mexico, where he entered the law of 

face of S. M Ashenielter, Esq., and under whom  he 
studied, being adm itted to practice in 1892. S hortly after 
coming to the territory , Mr. Walton beca me con nected with 
the Deming  Headlight, purchasing t he plant in 1893, and 
conducting the same until 1898, at which time he disposed of 
the property and became the proprietor of the Silver City  
Independent, which he still owns. In 1 895, he was appointed 
clerk of the third judicia l district court by  Judge Gideon D. 
Bantz. moving to Silver City from Deming at that time, and 
held that office until the change of administration in 18 98. In  
1900, Mr. Walton was elected on the Democratic ticket as the 
representative from the  thirteenth district, and se rved a s a 
member of the thirty-fourth legislative assembly. In 1902, he 
was elected to the office of probate clerk of Grant county, and 
was re-electe d in 1904. Mr. Wa lton was nam ed by G overnor 
Otero as a  member of the  Boa rd of Louis iana Purc hase 
Exposition Managers, created by  the Act of March 21, 1901, 
and upon the abolition of said bo ard by the succeeding legis-
lative asse mbly and the creation of the present one, was re-
appointed, and. upon organization, was elected secretary.  
Mr. Walton has always been an active Democrat. 

In Jan uary 1893 , Mr. Walton was married  to Miss Leoline 
Ashenfelter. 



 



ARTHUR SELIGMAN. 

Arthur Sel iginan was bo rn in San ta Fe, June 14th, 1871. 
He attended the public schools a nd the Sa nta Fe  Academy 
for se veral years a nd thereafter was se nt to Phila delphia 
where he was a pupil at the public schools as well as one of 
the high schools. He was a student for two years at Swarth-
more College and thereafter took a  com plete cours e in book-
keeping and banking at the Pierce College of Business and 
Banking. He graduated fro m the latter college in  1888  and 
returned to Santa Fe, w here he ente red the em ploy of the  
wholesale and  retail dry goods firm of Selig man Bro thers 
with which business he has re mained ever since. This was 
established by his uncle and father in the year 1856 and two  
years ago w as converte d into a stock com pany unde r the 
name o f th e Seliginan Brothers Company of which he is th e 
secretary and treasurer. Since he became of age, Mr. Selig-
man has taken an active interest in politics. He is a democrat, 
For ten years he has bee n a me mber of the De mocratic Cen-
tral Committee of Santa Fe couoty , and for four years served 
as its chairman. In No vember 1896 and 1898,  he was the 
democratic candidate for member of the House of Represen-
tatives of the Legislature fro m this co unty, and was defeated  
by a sm all majority. I n Novem ber 1900, he was elected a 
member of the Biiard of County Commissioners from the first 
district for the term of four years, and in November 1004 was 
re-eleeted to the sam e office for a term of tw o years, and on 
January 1st, 1905 , was elected ch airman of the bo ard. He 
was appointed by Governor Otero and served as commissioner 
from New Mexic o to the Pan American Exposition at Buffalo, 
New York , held in  1901. He was appo inted by Gov ernor 
Otero a member of the New Mexico Board of Managers of the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition in April, 1908, He was elected 
treasurer of  the boa rd, a position whic h he still fil ls. For 
several y ears past he h as been secretary  of th e Fan-view 
Cemetery Association of the City  of Santa Fe. On the 16th 
day of June, 1904 , he was appoin ted by  Gov ernor Otero a 
member of the Irrigation Comm ission of  New Mexico and 
was, i mmediately after appointm ent, ejected se cretary an d 
treasurer of the same. 

For the past eight years he has filled the position of Auditor 
of the Santa Fe Building and Lo an Association and is still  
acting in that capacity . He is a me mber of the Board of 
Trustees of the University of New Mexico at Santa Fe. also 
an active member of the Board of Tra de of the cit y of Santa 
Fe, and  of  t he Historical Soc iety of New M exico. H e w as 
married July  4, 1896 to Mrs. Franc L. Harris at Cleveland, 
Ohio. 





PROFESSOR FAYETTE A. JONES. 

Professor Fayette A. Jones was born on August 1, 1859, on  
a farm  twenty m iles southeast of Kansas City, Missouri. 
His father, a school teacher and civil engineer, came fro m 
Puritan stock and his mother was a Vi rginian, closely related 
to the Lee family of Revolut ionary and Civi l War fame. 
Professor Jon es received  his early  schooling at a com-
mon countr y school, where he dev eloped an aptitude for  
mathematics and engineering. He remained o n the far m 
until he was t wenty-one y ears of age after whi ch he 
secured em ployment in a flou ring m ill at Blue Springs, 
Missouri, working alternately  as en gineer, book -keeper and 
miller Fro m 1880 to  1882  he attended th e Mi ssouri State 
University, during his spare tim e being em ployed on the 
college farm receiving ten cents  an hour, thus being enabled 
to remain at school after his father had beco me financiall y 
embarrassed. In 1882, h e married Miss Agn es A. Cairns. 
The year following his  marriage, Professor J ones taught 
a country  school and engaged in surveying. Fro m 1884  
to 1889 he was city  engineer of In dependence, Missouri, 
and was also deputy surveyor of Jackson county  from 188i to 
1888. From  1889  to 1 892 he was a student at th e Missouri 
State Sc hool of Mi nes, a port ion of t hat tim e bein g als o 
assistant professor of en gineering and mathe matics, graduat-
ing at the he ad of his class, taking de grees both in civil and 
in mining en gineering. From 1892 to 1893 he was engaged in 
mining eng ineering an d metallurg ical work in Arizona, 
having a na rrow escape  from  death  at the hands of the 
Apache chief known as "The Kid."'  During the fall of 1893, 
Professor Jo nes m ade a prel iminary railr oad s urvey from 
Maxwell City, Colfax count y, New Mexico, through the  
Cituarron cany on, over the Taos pass, through the town of 
Taos to the Rio Grande. In 1894 and 1893 he was engineer 
in charge of an expedition across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
and from 1896 to 1898  was the government assayer in  charge 
of foreign ores at the port of  Kansas City, Miss ouri. During 
this time he acted in addi tion as chemist of the St ate Geolog-
ical Survey o f Missouri. It was from 1 898 to 19 02 that 
Professor Jones was president of th e New Mexico  School o f 
Mines at Socorro, during the last named year being appointed 
field assistant of the United States G eological Survey and at 
present has charge of the mineral resources of New Mexico 
as a m ember of the s urvey, m aking his headquarters at  
Albuquerque. As a member of the New Mexico Board of 
Managers for th e Louisian a Purchase Exposition, he ga thered 
the mineral exhibit and co mpiled this volume co vering the  
mining history and resources of the Territory. 



  



 

HERBERT J. HAGERMAN. 

Herbert J. Hagerman was born at Milwaukee, Wisconsin , 
on December 15, 1871. His father, J. J. Hagerman, was at 
that tim e president of the Milwaukee Iron Co mpany. In 
1881, Mr. Haigerman accompanied h is f ather t o E urope. 
Upon their return t hey t ook up their  residen ce at Colorado  
Springs. Colorado. In 1890, the subject of this sk etch 
matriculated at Corn ell Univ ersity, Ithaca, New York, an d 
graduated in 1904, subsequently taking a course in law at the 
University, being admitted to the bar of Colorado in 1896. He 
practiced in the offices of Hall, Preston and Babbitt until .June 
1898, when he went to Russia as second secret ary of the 
United States Embassy at St . Pe tersburg, being app ointed 
by the, late President M cKinley. During his first year in the 
diplomatic service, Eth an Allen Hitch cock, the .present 
secretary of the Interior, was ambassador to Russia, and was 
succeeded by Charlemagne T ower o f P hiladelphia. M r. 
Hagerman's c olleague, Mr. Peirce,  the first secretary of the  
embassy, is now assistan t secret ary of state. Mr. Hagerman 
resigned in 190], Upon his departure he was decorated with 
the Order o f St. Anne by  t he Em peror of Russia. 
Immediately u pon h is re turn, Mr. Hagerman took up his 
residence at Roswell, Chaves county , to cooperate with his 
father i n t he management o f t he So uth Spring Ranch and 
Cattle Company, the Felix Irri gation C ompany a nd ot her 
interests. H e was an a lternate from N ew Mexico to the 
Republican National Convention at C hicago i n 1904. He was 
appointed by Governor Otero in March, 1903, a member of the 
New Mexico Board of Managers  of t he Louisiana Purchas e 
Exposition. 
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EUSEBIO CHACON. 
 

Eusebio Chacon was born a t Pefi asco, Taos County, i n 1870. During 
his childhood his parents moved to Trinidad, Colorado, to which point 
he accompanied them. There  he attende d the public schools and later 
rounded out his educat ion at  the College of the Jesui ts at  Las Vas. In 
1887 he ent ered the law department of t he University of Notre Dame, 
Indiana, an d graduated in the su mmer o f 18 89. Af ter gr aduation, Mr. 
Chacon accepted a position a t Durango, Mexico, but waws com pelled 
to return to the United States by failing health. He was admit ted to the 
Bar of t he sta te of Col orado a nd ope ned a law office  at Tri nidad, 
Colorado. He held the position of translator for the United States Court 
of Private Land Claims from July, 1891, until it wen t out of existence 
on the 30th of June, 1904, by limitation of law. In the summer of 1904 
he rem oved to  Tri nidad, C olorado, where h e is now a p racticing 
attorney. M r. C hacon i s m arried t o a daughter of Senator C asimiro 
Barela of Colorado. 




